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" A VALISHRD INUUSTRY™ e '11 o

Some reminiscences or »nip-ouilding in uuxbury.
halt o *e.tury 8E0-

Up' Up! in nooler toll thun ours
Ho creftsmen bear s part:

Y& make or liuture's giant powers
The sisves o>r humsn srt.

Ty riv to riv, and beair to peum,
dad arive the treensils Iree;

Nor ruithieus joint nor yswniug sesm
. Shuil tenmpt tne searching upesl-

¢ ’ (whiittier) : B sl ’

"Sngland wa s sinbing his "Jouga of labor" the axea anu nailéts‘

of many a ousy bhipyﬂ”d in the little ﬁaseachusetta Town of

. A "'" .
o »

Mixbury were c"u*ing tlme to h18 medaurea, as the men who )

wielaec¢ them actea out tne inspiring words or "the uhipbuilderaﬁ;i"
It is only tnose who swunb those ponderous toole. or who
ﬂelt witnin the sound or thelr cheerfal ain, who ocan rully

realize the contrast between thst stirring ers and the léter

yubra, that, since the shipbuilding industry died o&t, hﬁva
slippea quietly, sluggisnly albng. tike the tide in yuxbufy'a

"seage chokea channels.

N
L]

e who know our buxbury Qell in its pfessnt aspecﬁiﬁ;£e~ﬂ:
perhaps rond oI uayiﬁg that_wé'love the aear ola town Jﬁst us
it is; nere we mey ve "fur Irom the madiing crowd" ana closq
to nuture io ssa, sno shore. und Torest; the very thought or
buatling. ariving toil vould. Spoil the charm; but - ;etr;ome
ancient mariner nole us"with nle glittering eye" us ne- tells
the tale of those palmy asys when aown tnose grassy slopea sﬁipu
after shlp wus 1aunched to help '

“Po wind the ailken chain
Jf commerce round the wo*ld "

ane now oun wve "ohuose but hear"?-



Oi th. valna ot the work uone 1n tho »uxhnry shipyards,
The late o

snffioiont testimony nes alreudy peen reoordod
Hon. R. s. ‘tobey once saic-— "Po epoak of the oharactgr or

the numerous rirst olasa ahips which have been huilt hero,

Plymouthﬁ.omoa
T 2 j,i’?




wers bnilt upon tho northern shors, ana 1n 1b37 tho little
hamlet nuu 20 Tur. grown, with sueh prOprietora N8 Btsndian,;:.
Brewater, winslow, alden, Howland Joule una bampson, “a tﬁ[iﬁi
petition the General Court o Plymouth for 1uoorporation aa
new township, to oe naiteu Oy Mylea %tsnuian Duxbury. -

Reluotantly, no uuuot the conserVativos. who nrogded
this broaking adunaer 9T church tiee, grantea tne petition,

wemdy Cey

nnariea”ﬂu
b

B8O - tne 80parate axistenoe or the town oegau._ Ita ooh

&
1thaa

I-d-
‘ ..
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Sammel Wingor, the Tirst of the name in anburj, end !4

Samnel brew together cerried oo the Tifth yard, on the shore

or thb'udék westwora of captain5p Hill, 9smuel Winsor had
praviouély,‘about'174b-bo. built éeveral small veéaola ;n.L'
Clark;a‘Iéiénd° the sixth yard wag establishea by Iaaao Drow

at the wést slae ot the Nook. John Oldhsm had: a yaru at

lmok Hlll 1n the northern part or the town not tar rron uhrshp_
rield line. where uow it is mostly sslt meaaow, and the oreeks |
ure noarly rillad with. coarsa sedgs.

%wolling house that atood hero was onrnt down and"tnoe ‘-

ﬂ%

kuown s "Muoke ﬂtore"L'and thia nlao was burnt uown a rew

1b3o,

has personal recolleotion.

T3 ;’J‘

of tne town petween buptain B Hill snd the mouth of=Jonoa”River

<y ,n' EEN




vesaol that hsd then besn built 1n New Rngland Mr. weaton
ahout 1834 eatablisnea his yard on the southerly aiae of ulnc- '
riah River. where Samuel Hall and after him Samnel Cnahiug,
built for him u large number or vesselis, I reoall the names
of ahips‘ﬁst. Lswrence", "Admittance", "Vanoslia" ‘"Rliza"
'Warwio&"\\"Oneco", (in whien I made my rlrst voyage, 1059)."30po"

I was s boy oo boara of the "Hopa“ whan she was lsunched in 1641

'unu nine years later took commano ot her, ahe waa then, (lﬁSG)

oy

n,t“_..

the lsrgost merohant ahip 1n uew 1"r::g].arm, and too? pho 1argeat.

‘v
. e

B nl A&‘“ B

Anew Orlesns.

S 7:\ \-y.‘

B. deston at thut time.

, ~

previoua year)

Szra Neston senior,

There was uluo 8 large rleet oy brigs ana . bchooner dr,

whion I reoall brigs "Neptune"”, "Margaret" "Smyrna" T"Cerea"

"Levant“ "Oriole" "Measenger” "Lion" anu achoonera;"nray

"Saaarirt" "Virsiniu". Tritoa™.

' about 1635 ror Hr Thomaa Lamb or Boston oanghx tire

w-«rn;’PJA

the atocks. and waa very near neing aeatroyed while

xh~
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Fallow's Hall now é;ands which was operutoo by Mr. 3eth spfagﬁo;
familiarly known se ““quire Spragus®. The vessels built thers

were or small size and were launched ucross the nighway into . yi}

ond. waa the yara ot Ssmuel a. Frazar, (originally thut or




o

Just velow the pridge went plump into the opposite mesdow

88 soon as they wsre orr the weys.  ¥r. silvenus yrew's
yara was on the uarth sige or ulueriah River, nis sobs capt.

Xaubsn und hz. Churles Lrew uuooeeaed him gfter his neath

ana ne by dilliam Paulalnb, sno built muny vevsels 1u the yuru
mostly baryues snc origs Ior the Philadelphia una 391timore
lines;‘ana the mediterranean trade.

X’ (The last tnroa ves.e*s bailt Dy ur. Paulding were

"The Jinnette"

J‘

v w4

remember au oeing ouilt there oy tie Drews were uniga "nsmbler":

"Alaebaran" "Horeus"' "“inerva" "Chilo", ""uaan Jrew",

‘ :p“,, "George Hallett" "Agdran" ‘"Igaiah Crowall" . barquas "*ﬁbomua"

;,‘4 .‘Ldi"

L "Mary chiltou" "Herailia” "&ensington"- beaidea aeverhl.nriga

- and emuller vessela._ﬂ_

pivVe ok

-N. °3rter neen who nud previously worked ror'ur Paukiing,

‘43671
-:é\, L.

by wur Keen ware,

v a-j%%&%"‘#' 1

the‘"vary D. Leach“ a whal&r.,8838m81*?

. AVET
c} 4 2%

'lust vesael bnilt there was -on¢

largeat’
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" by one oI tho l00u1 wits "Keen'e Elophant"i~ane w88 launchoﬁ

in sn unfinianeu conaltion when she left tha ways sha went fnto
the mursh Juat back ot ¥r. Thowmas nuthaway'a present ahOp, fully
forty reet mna there stuck Iast, tne 1ndentation she mude in the
maersh with ner vows is plainly viaible toasay, une was naulea out
the uext tide vut lay scross *he river close up to the briuge
antil a 11gntar cams Irom Boston with u ourgo ot casks which were‘d”*
.lasneu to u cnain runnin around under her nilge & in that oondi-

'tion she WeE, Iloataa out o the pend of the river orr Paulding'

'Hnarr anarmade fa”t oy 'y hawaer to one or the trees on King

e ) "‘ T

Caesars Road Mr. Alden B Weston oume nown tnere and Iounu uer

. 80 rastenen“ana reeling ahbrieved at the 1nJury uone to fhe:oark

' W88 pulled orr and towed out or the narbor by ¥ ateam tug°ﬁ

v Kenn removed to ueymouth and nuilt veasela thare

’t

nnout ld?J or 1671 John L@rritt Amoa herritt and warren
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DUS W¥9 HOOL arterwuraw lowt ut wes, she waa the last vessel
built iu ths yaru;, I'ne Merritﬁ'brotnera Iemoved to u new

loocation, just vo the south on nhe‘Lunu of Calvin (popularly -

.oalleu “Cuft") Joswelyn, wno there they bullt the last vessel

ever bui}t in puxbury,rthe pargue "Thomas A. Goduard“,iin

1878 ox-1879-)

This rapiu enuierution wili give some iaeu of tha genaral

.l

diatriouti:n oI the snipyarua 1n wnicn centaren the energy unnim

RETYS e

,....——o.— -

or uuy lbjd on tho previous Thursuuy tne LUtn ox aay n

property and oetw;en tne spot wnere Mrsa. Heloourne EcDowoli'

wl

L(“Fanny uapenport“) house uow <tubus, which wss the uite oI'

_‘.

vessels npon the utocks.)

i e o
e s ey 4 as

eatablishea in the nexbnoornood ox tne "Buox"

the: town neareat Plymoutn, tne later ones were'c}net



_,,fﬂﬂ’f’flz;arany l4D0 where v avery nign tive tne smlt water r}pwaa. was

perhupy owing to w peculiurity of Luxbury public roaoagzbi;lsso%

10 the ewstern ﬁétt» wneréﬁfz;y were often run as nedr us possiblo'

10 the wsfor. alG. 8O DBaT 1n muny pluces w8 to 69 overflowea by

& tiae more tnan ora.narily nigf::] The sult water rreqnently
ttf ‘Tlooaed the road. in rront of the house where I was born, und ocume.

up into tne Iront yurd' thererore it is not atrunge that I took

to the. wuter like a younu auok.

The neareat shipyarq to the achoolhouae was tho:“;

{f'was u duuble yard wngre often two vessols were ouilding_at onoe"

R

ﬂ' many a wneelbarrow loaa or chips have I bronght rrom tnatwiarn ‘

}b‘.,' e

'muny o time. ¥t 1l o'clock in the rorenoon und at 4 1n tho

R,

'urternoon have I heard the call of "Grog 0" whereupo

"amilaa"; meny a time have I watohod the launohing or7the?

built theri;:]' The conntry road ramn netwoen the - yara‘and tno'

~water (of course!) &0 tnat ut lannching time tne waye nud to oe

luia ucroas the hi; nway and all teums were obligea to go up

through the yera sround the vessels on the atooks. Z r oonrse
aohool ulwaya anourned for such un importantb@vont which took
k place generally about 11 a.h. (high wuter, . apring tiaes. rn11

t

ana. changs or the muan{;)} The most intereating part ot tne

programae to us small boys was what we oa;led "aashing tne ':;‘;

bottle"°, ¥ man atunaing ontne bowsprit no.aing ny u ahort lan-Aw
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The next nignest mark ot which I almed was to ope axlowed

0 go vook or the sloop "aeform”, Mr. Weston's Boston paoxet buif
. even to that hofsor 1 aid not'attéin; 80 thut I was "Kep*‘abwn"
in my very youth, thus were my ambitiona crusheaq, wnile my yonth-

Iul energies were aireoted to otner channels. e (The perioa or

4

gchooling wus brier in those aays -Tor the sons of hardworking

pareuts, und at a vary eurly age 1 was releaaeo Irom tne abaorb-;

5'ah1p ot vease18° ns haa nig omn ropewalk sparyaru,“bluokamith
shop, una auilort,_orvught his timber und lumber from Ha%erhillli.~
LT '4 s ?;uu‘;:‘.-,- .-j‘;‘sp Rgart
ana Bangor 1n his - -own achooners, or Irom Bridgewater Qng_hiddie-ggég !
-; % Sby e ‘!M <38
k

WY

lnoronbn with nia own ox or horse teama, and his suppliea rrom e

.Boaton in nis own paoket-

’
\.
O A L SYRY
(Eabacsd

a ror risn‘in the aummar tima, snd "out aouthﬂ”

g
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winter for corn. He owned & lurgze traot of 1and‘on Powder

RIS

Point, uwno nere, on the south sice, where Bluefish River w&tene

into the 08y, with the vutloox vowaras Csptain's Hill.ana'

Plymouth, stooa his awelling house; here still remains "Waatons
#hart", where his new vessels rittea out, sna whsre his packe:a~»ﬁ
loadea sria unlosdea, but spar-yard und ssil-lort, olucksmith ehop

and ropewulk ‘have all aiguppearea. The old aeeton bome-

steau ‘wus deatroyeu by Xire a Tew yeara since, and the more mooern

tor seu voyegee.

There is an oia:conundrum:
'she'?“ ’“The vorrect answer mo
causse 1t neeue 80 muon rigging. ot to dwell upon aey ‘
'"oggzgge comparisons". 1t is undenihble that the rigging rorme ur
very - 1mportant attrioute to » veassel that ie_

"To fesl the stress ana the yirain
or the wind ana the roaring maln"

The first ara Weston, althongh qnite an extensive
owner ana witn various branchee of buainees on his- henue,f ne

to have o 80r7T oX snperintendenoe of nis ropewalk until abon;

1619 or 16&0, when ne engagea my father. Ephraim Braarordeito'vf

owe f!’

3alisbhry Jackson ) and he remained 1n charge or thei
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' und man power at the otner, the apinning of the Threads way .
/  L none by nhsna, the men, uuually six ut one time esch with u onnohg

6f hemp Tustened ubout nis wuisv, wll moved with slow step,

vackwara:- \
‘ "In thut ouiluing Long ang low, ‘ -

/ With its windows all u-Yow, ' T

y 7 Like the port-holes of a nulk,

- Humsn spiders spin, &na spin,

ST dackwara, aown their.threaas so thin,

pd uropping, each, u heapen bulk."

\\ It requirea u gooa uesl or practice ror ¥ mun to spin un

even thraaa with no weat 8potTs or. ounchea in 1is.

.wheel tor ‘twenty minntea.

"At the ena un open aoor -
Squares or sunshine on the Tloor -
Light the long wna austy lane;
Aund the whirling of a wheel -
4 MAll una arowsy, makes me feecl
A all 1ts apokea ure in my nrain.

':‘ P

Shen one lengtn naa been spun the noy muet take thé aepar-

ate tnreaaa off the wneel splice two together, ano nook tnem

7‘.
to s big post amidanipa or the walk, ano tnen walk aown tna en-

tire langth (abont 300 yaras) vaking in u orotched atiok the

- where tne apinnara nuu put them una laying tnem all togather

over into 1arga huoka in the mlaale. Just clear or a maue heaa..;

' Then the ooy Zust ourry a rreah supply or hemp to nis wheel'

Ny

the men to uae Tor the next threed.

dull work went on, und that in the

.meant'
"‘\slfﬁ?' v’

. trom 4: 3o A L. to! about 7 15 RM. with halr an hour auo"“

longeat summer daya

breakraat una one hour ror ainner.‘j; f:°\[¢ﬂ[?

How mnny»boya,

47 330 ";

“ "iv'%:‘:?iﬁgmﬂéﬁu 3§
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?”bears this insoription--'“

ﬁF (ﬂr. ioshna Swifg, our presant Town Treaanrer, was s oo~
panion ropewalk boy with Capt. Bradford inm this same ropewalk)
When we were "1ay1ng up” rigging there wag mo Te exoitemant
and thongh the work was harder I liked it better. Down in the
ocellar of tha ropewslk I rode astride or “old Dick", who har-
nessed to a l.ng Bsr, conneoted. ny a central nprighx ”urum” with

\‘_—

the neavy maohin“ry above walked ronnd and round 1n a oirole,

thus suvplying the neecdea power, A riue olu horaef Old'DIck

r'_wall aeserved the substantial monument which still marks hian
‘e f,- il h..

"All are out - ‘parts of one'atnpendoua whole,
Whose body nature is, and Cod the goul." Fa g
"Here Lies buried honest Uick, who Zaithfully serveuatpree gener-
ations. This noble horse was born upon Powder Point:ia%
Here -1ived ana nere cied lo4b" S g X

‘existence was still rnrther relioved when "old Juba"‘ the horae‘

'n.\, Cat

who waa doing the hoisting. steppoa oaokward and plantea gnoh or
e

--his hina feet npon esch bare root of the small boy gﬁ theréfbund

B

(5 ’"i‘\, -

_behinn him. Ay his rather picked nim np to oarry nim hbue,v,v

“

the snipyard aown the narrow; ahallow river an undert ,f”éﬁh
e e O
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S 5wy

waik boy'then: I haa peen to ssa two years, and waz pretty

salt!-

Ky little grandson usked nia motner reoently. : "Didn't

Grendps run uway to gZo to &ea? "Oh nol", he gidnit, most boym ;
d¢ia”. - It is easy to 1mabine how he had picked ap this 1daa )
&ronm some of the utorieq ne ‘nad oeen ‘reading, but in uuxbnry. 1:1"~

my asay, the most natural step for a boy to take was from tha

ropewalk or the wharf to the aeok - or the masthead -\of a

N ,.,: “‘,‘"\.‘

o _veesel, and in this way I 6raduated 1nto tha mo re exéiting ad.

' absoroing career at the early age or 15

‘a;- ;-‘

esta, were almoat like one large ramily."

1| .
. '\< .

ek

He oallea hr. Weston u “darnea ol

N s
RN .%.y! ey
g b

to hia fa e.onoe,

"" ‘ «¢.
-~ ..4~-n J . RS VY -:-9.“.'-',

‘ooognse the old‘gentlomnn wonldn'tﬁi;




1t was YAuut neeney" Brewster who annonnced that the
initials connectea with the weather-vane aurmounting the tall.

tlag stagg on the foint atJJd for "‘zra weston's new ahip"""

Hearly every uuxbury-built vessel was orrioereu by men who naa~

beun born witnin the sound or a\e und mallet nad served an

It is worthy o uote that uuring this seriou or iudnetrial

aaprentioaahip ut wsen rroa ooyhoou

Keelaan to truok“

J'l

93, naving neen retirea from the 8o 52 years!
jbalong to é."rormer generution"; oi 3 later *eneratlon only two‘
remain. that I know ot, Capt. Klisna Spragne ana mysolf. tneae
out of thirty-thrae that I have ‘kpnown una tualkea with.l;;ii k;

(Here follows a list or names of unzbury baptaina or the
‘commanners or uuxbury snips known to the writer, 109 15 uli ﬂ

or wnom only G are pelieved to be living now, 1894)

Amasa uelano
sSumuel veluno
Gamaliel Bradfora
Keuben vurew .
william -Delano
-Joshua Brewster
Cershom Bradfora

fsthaniel Soule
Geo. P. iichardaon
Henry Chsndler ..
.John 3ou;nwortn
Josepn Drew«ﬁ;}

adJoining town or #arshrielu

"I

when I uegan my aea-lire, I know of only TWo now living
Capt. A;r:ea Kendrick of Orleans 93 years ola, and Capt
anaer uadawortn or unxbnry, ugeu 05yoara.

..living Cupt betn Jprague or Harahrielo, who aled at the age ot

#ichara Soule
Klijun 3Joule
Perez jampson
Henry P. Packara

{zenag ¥insgorxr -

Ceorge Peterson

|John Fragar
Jedeaiuh YSoutnworth.

Daniel Brewster

.|Job Brewster

Thomus Sounle

.. |otis Bakex s ..
alfred Kens&rick
~,.~Eclem Wadswortn‘

und knew a 8hip'?§rom

or those in oommand or'nis ahipa

; ,Daniel W¥inso3

e

.‘,\‘ . }-

Within two yearalwas

q‘,,‘. ff s

These baptaina

. v.a \',"~

" . |:‘..

Benjamin :mith
‘Juoop Ymith ,‘j'
ssthuniel weston ...
Amherst a. Fruzaur
william ueaton*”
Beth'l simmonss
- Jemes bhandlqrgg

Seth SpraguO‘
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/_// ) o , T ﬂ'/ . . T ',,"."'

Briggo Thonsas Vaniel Braafora 8tophen C. Sprugaes
dathl Thowss Builey Loring -Joseph Mickerson
Issac winsor Albert winsor - Galus Sumpuon )
BenJ. #lunsor ~ ‘Church weston Allen vawes -

2 fiinthrop 3. Babbiuge Lewis Peterson Otis Buker, Jr.

: Murtin sstermun Thonay %insor Josephus vuwes
Zoduao Bradtora - alexk winsor ' Gersfjom B. ¥eston, Jr..
Joshuu vrew Tlishs Cushman Alex~ Ssmpuon - ‘ ‘
‘Henry K. Loring © i0bertc welen . ~Jumes H. Dswegy
Zars Higglows . simeon Sampson K1lishw 3praugue
Joseph vummings yevia Cushmun Henry dlckerson :
3en). 'raylor - George Prior Jonathun Smith, Jr.
George Winsor '~ Henry Prior . LVaniel Baker
‘Hogeu ainsor -  #wm. B. Drew sdwaru Baker -

banielﬂplaes : ...George vrew  viilliem Peterson -
R Freeman“&oule .~ Tdwaru LUrew - John Bradford
: : ‘é@Alfreu Lrew . ..o .:.John Weston

: 5 . wm wWeston, 2na. .’
Even: Howes . Zenus winsor, Jr.ha Henry Otis #Insor
'Yimoallaﬁarlow , sidney Smith Y. Geo. F. Hickerson&
#illianiThomus ~“:Chas. Freak. #Winsor walter Josselyn
Alvinﬁﬂaker nlisna bampson L AR H. Jimmons

. q, ]
necame . O X9 uerious »onsiuerution witn the ateuaily 1ncreusing

size or vessels, the growing wsosrcity ox 8h1pt1mber in the

RN

otners~c6m01neu, lea to ths ubunOOument of the yarua uy the

proprietora.

its prosperona aays u?ggyggxbury
L
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éastwara of vape Ann to huve a ¢) ton rishing sohooner bnilt!—

B ' Xé)' KB

Tne contruast is well exnresseu in the woras or the 1ate uon.

iy ;J.Mméz&?"s:;ﬁf".

George 5 Lorino, whoue love of the town never srew colu:-
"To my yautnrax esy trhe vound of u nﬁndred haumers 1n the earli‘
morning ndurs; wher u quyc ledor uegan at uunriae und enued with.
~the suﬁmer;e sunget, wos a mugic which I can never rorget, and -
7“Awhich we ahuli orohahLJ never near again.
me u oarge OI uuauty. uad vhatevev ucnievemente may ne made 1nk;'

._‘ 4

1insor, wilﬁ outehin

ructhre 'COOT.R of nme. LXXXXLIXXXXX

'loy1ng or tne corner-gtone of the Utavuien Monument in 1672"

-l}l’s- 4
~
».n—‘f.}\ "n- &3

the ueleoration, in, Lbd(. of the Two nnnarea ‘unc’ Fittieghggnn
. ..g;_'(

versary’ or the 1ncorporation ‘of the ?own - In nonor;or%pheae"

& 1
L, !
Gs 5%

BB w,., 5

..».,

feast nelu' rlad rennion

o v~
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and year oy year the uumo°r yraws or thoee who, knowing
little or mnothing oI ner yeuru,ox toil, Luve ner, 48 we uuia in
the oe¢ginning, Just uy they rind ner now, und sgk for no‘more

a cnerm;ng plsce iu shich Lo cpend 8§ 1)n5 suzner's noliuay.»

.

But oeqT 91 ull;fln Lrue “uxburu nomes the spirit oi*tnrirt

< 4,

unn 1uuust*v stiil 11va*- vhe °tarcw quslit £8 1nherent 1n Lne

Pilgrim ntovk huve ot teeane exuxnct and th)u.htful earn 35t

livea,are xarxln- ut T oropleme of today, wnd leavening with?

\l.

eimalevmanly virtues Ln—iwno;- oamnnity.~“'

were nritten ny bapt' Branrorunalggst

‘ f‘mﬁ@&

: Tn¢se reminibu»nceq

@  b
On the Iirat uay
@

. . TeR 2y
, !

Tne portionu m,rxeu-#'ln uruckets, were auoed uy Ge°£ﬂ“{@gff
e e R ;;\

uvtly Lrom nerdanu; knanxeabe una partly ;rom the Lesxqu

.

.[»

Dy

'"reminisee

.‘.av o e .
Vatly Lent ny Hres W.B. 3



